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Across Canada, rates of homeschooling have drastically increased, even before COVID19
(Statistics Canada, 2024) In 2006-2007, 18,426 students were homeschooled across Canada
(Statistics Canada, 2024).

Whereas, from 2019-2020, the number of homeschoolers more than doubled to 40,611
students (Statistics Canada, 2024). Although there are no official statistics about the racial
demographics of Canadian homeschoolers, there is a rise in Black homeschoolers (Daniel,
2020; Quammie, 2018). Comparatively, in America, researchers collect the racial
demographics of homeschoolers.

The United States Census Bureau (2021) reported that Black students composed 3.3% of
homeschoolers. However, this percentage rose to 16.6%, during COVID-19 (United States
Census Bureau, 2021).1 Hence, Black homeschoolers drastically increased across North
America, particularly in Canada.

Overall, there has been considerable research about Canadian homeschooling families.
Acceptance for homeschooling has increased (Lois, 2021).

Many Canadian parents homeschool because of negative experiences and low academic
standards in traditional2 schools (Arai, 2000; Brabant & Dumond, 2021; Bosetti & Van Pelt,
2017). Once homeschooling, many parents describe stronger familial bonds and positive
changes in children (Arai, 2000; Brabant & Dumond, 2021).

Hence, Canadians report social and academic benefits from homeschooling.

1 These percentages only included traditional homeschooling students as opposed to virtual
learners (United States Census Bureau, 2021).

2 I use the term traditional schools to describe Canada’s Catholic and public schools as
opposed to homeschools.
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In Canadian schools, Black students’ report negative experiences, specifically stereotyping,
anti-Black racism, and policing/surveillance (Afrifah et al., 2021; James, 2012; James, 2019;
Jean-Marie & Lopez, 2021). Educators often stream Black students into less academically
rigorous classes (James, 2019). Hence, traditional schools’ prevalence of antiBlack racism
can cause Black families to possess distinct motivations for homeschooling.

Currently, seldom research has investigated the motivations and experiences of Black
homeschoolers in Canada. I aim for my research to contribute to filling this gap. In Canada,
I argue that some Black families homeschool to resist traditional schooling’s perpetuation of
stereotypes, anti-Black racism, policing/surveillance, and use of Eurocentric curricula and
pedagogies. If researchers understand how Black families homeschool as a form of
resistance, they can identify and rectify issues in Canadian schools. Researchers can also
pose educational changes, based on Black families perceived advantages of homeschooling.

Epistemologies

In hooks’s (2015) narrative Homeplace: A Site of Resistance, hooks conceptualizes the
significance of Black families' homes known as homeplace. Fields-Smith & Kisura (2013)
argue that homeschooling applies to hooks’s conceptualization of homeplace. Black mothers
foster knowledge in their homes “There we learned dignity, integrity of being; there we
learned to have faith. The folks who made this life possible, who were our primary guides
and teachers, were black women” (hooks, 2015, p. 42). Black mothers teach their children
values and lessons in their homes. I argue that homeschooling extends the homeplace: Black
mothers become the primary educators for their children’s academic and cultural growth.

Furthermore, I contend that homeschooling contributes to the homeplace being a safer place
for Black children, against anti-black racism. hooks (2015) explains how Black families

homes provide refuge “I remember the fear, being scared to walk to Baba’s (our
grandmother’s house) because we would have to pass ... those white faces on the porches
staring us down with hate ... Oh! that feeling of safety, of arrival, of homecoming when we
finally reached the edges of her yard ... Such a contrast, that feeling of arrival, of
homecoming, this sweetness and the bitterness of that journey, that constant reminder of
white power and control” (pp. 2-3). Canadian educators perpetuate anti-Black racism through
labelling, stereotyping, and policing/surveillance which causes many Black students to feel
unsafe in traditional schools (Afrifah et al., 2021; Howard & James 2019; James, 2012;
James, 2019; Jean-Marie & Lopez, 2021). Thus, I assert that some Black parents homeschool
to create an educational environment safe from anti-Black racism (Quammie, 2018).

Methods

I employed peer-reviewed secondary sources from scholarly databases, like Eric, JSTOR,
and the Black Studies Centre. | aggregated qualitative data (interviews, storytelling, and
ethnographies) to Black homeschoolers’ lived realities.
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I collected data from across Canada, particularly Ontario’s Greater Toronto Area (GTA),
because of the tightknit nature of Black homeschooling communities

Also, I included community-based sources from Black journalists and homeschoolers. In
Canada, Black homeschoolers’ often form websites and social media groups. They share
resources, schedule playdates, and form academic cohorts. Hence, I will incorporate
community discourse to highlight Black homeschoolers’ resistance efforts.

Analysis
Stereotypes

Parentally Uninvolved

Some Black parents homeschool to combat educators' stereotype of Black families being
academically uninvolved. Teachers often assume that Black males lack fathers (James, 2011).
They believe that single mothers cannot support their children’s academic aspirations (James,
2011). However, single mothers often provide ample academic support. For instance, a Black
high school student, Tye3 expressed “Every time I hear about another study telling me that,
as a ... fatherless boy, I may be destined to fail in school, it makes me cringe ... [W]e should
be working hard to intervene before failing is a done deal. That’s what my mother did”
(James, 2011, p. 476). Hence, Tye disrupts the stereotype that Black single mothers lack
academic involvement; he attributes his academic success to his mother.

Similarly, some educators assume that Black families do not value education. According to
James (2011) “The teachers submitted that parents were the ‘chief source of the problem’
because they cultivated in their children ‘cultural mores and values’ that were inconsistent
with those of their school” (p. 484). In contrast, Black students report parental expectations
as an academic motivation (Dei, 1997; Howard & James, 2019). In James’s (2011) research
of Carribean males in Canada, he affirms “their parents’ aspirations and expectations of them
having been socialized to have high educational aspirations and to work twice as hard to
succeed” (pp. 474 & 475). Hence, Black families promote educational achievement.

Some Black parents resist educators’ stereotype of academic un-involvement by
homeschooling. For instance, Eve, a Black mother in Toronto, shares “When your child
enters the school system, you are no longer just a parent ... You’re an advocate, a detective,
a cheerleader, so many things. And in some ways, remote learning makes that work easier.”
(Fernando, 2021). Hence, Eve showcases how remote homeschooling increased her
involvement, due to greater accessibility. Likewise, Ari, a Black homeschooling mother in
the GTA, explains how homeschooling protects her children from negative stereotypes, like
Black families lacking academic involvement (Quammie, 2018). Ari laments “The bottom
line is that I don’t have faith in the public education system to educate my Black children
without inflicting trauma” (Quammie, 2018). Thus, homeschooling allows Black families to
resist the parentally uninvolved stereotype perpetuated by Canadian educators.
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Lowered Expectations Some Black parents homeschool to combat Canadian teachers’ low
expectations of Black students. Educators often label Black males as athletes (James, 2011).
For instance, a Black grade 11 student Ella admitted “I think Black guys have it worse ...
you're pushed to just do sports” (Dei, 1997, p. 98). James (2011) noted ““If they [Black males]
are good at sports, the stereotypical assumption dictates that they are also poor students” (p.
477). Hence, educators persuade Black males to only pursue sports which limits their
academic achievement and attainment (James, 2011).

Resultingly, many Black parents homeschool due to Canadian educators lowered
expectations for Black males. Ivy, a Black homeschooling mother in Ontario, expressed “The
school system is not resourced to help young Black boys ... who need to move and be outside
to thrive in their learning ... In my opinion they ought to be empowered to be curious, and to
imagine their best and brightest future” (Daniel, 2020).

Ivy recognizes how teachers do not support Black males’ academics. Educators view Black
males, particularly kinesthetic learners,

as athletes as opposed to students (James, 2011). Ivy homeschools to resist these low
educational expectations; she employs kinesthetic learning pedagogies to help her son thrive
academically.Moreover, teachers’ lowered expectations cause Black students to be streamed
into less academically rigorous courses, including Special Education Programs (Afrifah et
al., 2021; Howard & James, 2019). Some Black parents resist these lowered expectations by
homeschooling. For instance, Kim, a Black homeschooling mother in the GTA, explained
“Having been through the public education system and knowing what I experienced, I want
something different for my kids—a different outcome than the statistics predict for them”
(Quammie, 2018). Kim recognizes how Canadian schools perpetuate lower expectations for
Black children which limits educational attainment and achievement.

She resists teachers’ low academic expectations through homeschooling. Homeschooling can
bolster students’ academic achievement “Thirty years of research in the United States,
Canada, and other nations consistently shows that, on average, home-educated children
perform above average in terms of academic achievement” (Ray, 2017, p. 97). Hence, some
Black parents homeschool to resist teachers’ low academic expectations and enhance their
children’s academic achievement.

3 All names are pseudonyms.
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Anti-Black Racism Moreover, some Black parents homeschool to resist anti-Black racism in
schools. Some Black parents unenroll their children from traditional schools, due to anti-
Black racism. For example, Joy, a Black mother, homeschooled after a classmate told her
daughter “Black people are dirty and smelly” (Quammie, 2018). Joy expresses “We [Joy and
her husband] know that in spite of Canada’s proclamations that it’s a fully multicultural and
just society, anti-Black racism has long existed within its educational institutions”
(Quammie, 2018). Joy dismantles Canada’s claims of multicultural inclusivity. She
recognizes how Canadian schools perpetuate anti-Black racism which she resists through
homeschooling.

Likewise, Ava is a White, homeschooling Canadian with a biracial daughter. Ava reveals “For
us personally [Ava and her husband], public school was never even on the table... we thought
that that was protecting them [her children] from racism” (Gaiter, 2021, p. 50). Ava
homeschooled, after her daughter experienced bullying in an Islamic school “Amira was
experiencing a lot of bullying ... because she wasn't Somalian enough and ... My husband
was like, khalas [Arabic word for: that’s it], just take her out today” (Gaiter, 2021, p. 50).
Ava enrolled Amira in an Islamic school to protect her from anti-Black racism, yet Ava
homeschooled sooner than expected because of bullying. Therefore, many parents
homeschool to resist anti-Black racism in Canadian schools.

Policing and Surveillance

Some Black parents homeschool to prevent educational policing and surveillance in
Canadian schools. The Canadian education system surveils Black boys through racial
profiling (Afrifah et al, 2021) as well as the penalization of dress and speech related to hip
hop (Gosine & Tabi, 2016; Ibrahim, 2012). Black students experience higher suspensions
and expulsions for lesser offenses compared to their white counterparts (Howard & James,
2019). Thus, many Black students feel unsafe in traditional schools (Howard & James, 2021).

Consequently, some Black parents homeschool to protect their children from policing and
surveillance. Bea, a Black mother in Canada, considers homeschooling due to educational
policing “For my son, it started around age seven, like clockwork—just as the studies said it
would. That was the year I received a phone call from my son’s grade two teacher, claiming
that the scissors he was using during art class made him a threat to himself and others around
him” (Daniel, 2020). Therefore, Bea desires to homeschool, after her son’s teacher labelled
him as ‘threatening.” Labelling serves as a stigmatizing form of policing, against Black
students.

Likewise, Ivy, a Black homeschooling mother in Ontario, expresses “In my opinion they
[Black boys] ought to be empowered to be curious, and to imagine their best and brightest
future—instead of the pressure of having to police themselves in their formative years”
(Daniel, 2020). Ivy recognizes how teachers’ policing of Black boys limits their academic
interests and aspirations.
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Similarly, Lou, a Canadian homeschooling mother who immigrated from Jamaica, sighs “He
still suffered because of the stereotypical ideas of Black boyhood that were the lenses through
which he was seen through ... He became an expert in stitching himself up into a personality
demanded by his surroundings, and it broke my heart to watch him transform into a smaller,
lackluster version of himself” (Daniel, 2020). Lou homeschooled her son, after witnessing
the negative emotional impacts of educational policing. Thus, many Black mothers
acknowledge the academic and emotional harms of educational policing and surveillance.
Some mothers resist policing/surveillance by homeschooling.

Culturally Responsive and Accurate Curricula and Pedagogies

Many Black families feel dissatisfied with traditional Canadian schools' emphasis on
Eurocentric curricula and pedagogies (Howard & James, 2019). Black parents and educators
report a lack of Black representation in schools, including Africentric learning (Howard &
James, 2019). Some educators try to implement culturally responsive curricula, yet they often
receive criticism from staff and parents (Howard & James, 2019). Hence, Black communities
dislike traditional schools lack of culturally diverse and accurate curricula.

Consequently, some Black parents homeschool to provide their children with culturally
competent resources and knowledge. Black parents form online homeschooling groups
where they share Africentric resources (Black Ontario Homeschool Support and Resource,
2024;

Toronto/GTA Black Homeschoolers, 2024). Also, Black parents share historically accurate
resources that combat colonial narratives (Black Ontario Homeschool Support and Resource,
2024; Toronto/GTA Black Homeschoolers, 2024). Ava, a white mother, homeschools her
biracial daughter of Somali and European heritage (Gaiter, 2021). Ava explains “I wasn’t
happy with the... curriculum that the [Islamic] school was using ... I felt it was really surface
and kind of like a very sugar-coated explanation of colonialism and... Indigenous people”
(p. 49). Therefore, parents of Black children homeschool as a form of resistance against
curricula and resources that do not portray truth accurately nor do they reflect the racial
diversity of Canada.

Conclusion

Discussion

Hence, I argue that some Black families homeschool to resist Canadian schools’
promulgation of stereotypes, anti-Black racism, policing/surveillance, and culturally
inaccurate curricula and pedagogies. Primarily, educators label Black parents as lacking
academic involvement (Dei, 1997; Howard & James, 2019; James, 2011;). Some Black
parents combat this stereotype through homeschooling which supports greater educational
involvement. Also, some Black parents homeschool to resist educators’ low expectations of
Black students, particularly Black males as being athletic not academic and class streaming.
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Parents support their children’s educational attainment and achievement through increased
expectations and the implementation of their children’s preferred learning styles and interests
(Daniel, 2020; Quammie, 2018). As well, some parents homeschool to protect their children
from anti-Black racism and educational

policing/surveillance (Gaiter, 2020; Quammie, 2018). Also, some Black parents homeschool
to resist educators’ use of inaccurate curricula and resources that invizibilize Black people.
Therefore, some Black families homeschool in Canada homeschool as a form of resistance.

I strongly believe that this research can be beneficial in understanding current issues in
Canadian schools that harm Black students academically and emotionally. Black
homeschooling is rising in Canada, if this trend continues to persist especially given the
prevelance of techology, many of Canada’s traditional schools may see a decrease in Black
students who choose to homeschool or attend Africentric schools. While these Black students
can benefit from alternative educational enviornements, it is curcial that schools rectify issues
in traditional schools in order to accommodate and benefit their current populations.
Similarly, alternative schools, like homeschooling, should be an option for Black parents as
opposed to a last resort of resistance against traditional schools.

Moreover, I believe that much more research should be conducted in order to understand the
lived realities of Black homeschoolers. Research must be conducted to determine the barriers
and challenges of homeschooling for Black students in order to provide them with adequate
supports to continue their homeschooling hourneys. Similarly, much of the research on Black
homeschoolers in Canada focuses on the parental perspective. While the insights of parents
is very benefical I believe that greater research must be conducted to uncover Black students
persepctives and experiences of homeschooling. Simialrly, much more research should focus
on the types of culturally responsive resources and curricula that Black families hwo
hmeschool use. Tjis research can be benefical in providing guidance to traditional schools to
enhance their current curcciula.

References

[1] Afrifah, M., Firang, D., Mensah, J., & Williams C. J. (2021). Racial discrimination in the Canadian
criminal justice system. Canadian Social Work Review / Revue canadienne de service social, 38(2),
pp. 63-86. https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/27117847

[2] Arai, B. (2000). Reasons for home schooling in Canada. Canadian Journal of Education / Revue
canadienne de I'éducation, 25(3), pp. 203-216. https://www.jstor.org/stable/1585954

[3] Black Ontario Homeschool Support & Resources. (2022). Supporting Black families on their
homeschool journey. https://blackontariohsr.mailchimpsites.com/

[4] Black Ontario Homeschool Support and Resource. (2024, August 1). Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/602419087084795/discussion/preview




International Journal of Humanities, Art and Social Studies (IJHASS) Vol.2, No.06, December 2024.

[5] Brabant, C., & Dumond, M. (2021). Home education in Canada. The Wiley Handbook of Home
Education. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118926895

[6] Bosetti, L., & Van Pelt, D. (2017). Provisions for homeschooling in Canada: Parental rights and
the role of the state. Pro-Posicdes, 28(2) pp. 39-56. https://doi.org/10.1590/1980-6248- 2016-0022

[7] Bussing, R., Koro-Ljungberg, M., & Wilder, J. (2009). ADHD, motherhood, and intersectionality:
An exploratory study. Race, Gender & Class, 16(3), pp. 59-81.

[8] Daniel, K. (2020, May 11). Why more and more Black-Canadian families are choosing to
homeschool their kids. Today’s Parent. https://www.todaysparent.com/kids/schoolage/why-black-
canadian-families-are-choosing-to-homeschool-their-kids/

[91 Dei, G. (1997). Reconstructing 'dropout: A critical ethnography of the dynamics of Black
students' disengagement from school. University of Toronto Press, pp. 63-123.
https://books.scholarsportal.info/en/read?id=/ebooks/ebooks0/gibson_crkn/2009-12- 01/6/417760

[10]  Ferguson, R., N., Knight, M., & Reece, R. (2021). “It’s not just about work and living
conditions”: The underestimation of the COVID-19 pandemic for Black Canadian women. Social
Sciences, 10(6), p. 210. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci1 0060210

[11] Fernando, C. (2021 May 4). Some Black parents say remote learning gives racism reprieve.
Associated Press. https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-race-and-ethnicity-healthcoronavirus-
education-c41c¢99db0£f325bf6d0a7fc6¢c527e1ea9

[12] Fields-Smith, C. (2015). Black homeschoolers: Nowhere left to go. In Rothermel, P. (Ed.),
International Perspectives on Home Education (1st ed., pp. 278-285). Palgrave Macmillan. DOI
10.1057/9781137446855

[13] Fields-Smith, C., & Kisura, M. W. (2013). Resisting the status quo: The narratives of Black
homeschoolers in Metro-Atlanta and Metro-DC. Peabody Journal of Education, 88(3), pp. 265-283.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2013.796823

[14] Fields-Smith, C., & Meca, W. (2009). Motivations, sacrifices, and challenges: Black parents'
decisions to home school. Urban Review: Issues and Ideas in Public Education, 41(4), pp. 369-389.
DOI 10.1007/s11256-008-0114-x

[15] Flynn, S., & McKay, A. (2017). Spaces of surveillance. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-49085-4.

[16] Fontenelle-Tereshchuk, D. (2020). ‘Homeschooling’ and the COVID-19 crisis: The insights of
parents on  curriculum and  remote  learning. Interchange, 52,  pp.167-191
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10780-021-09420-w

[17] Fraser  Institute. (2017). Home-schooling  on  the  rise in  Canada.
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/article/home-schooling-rise-canada

[18]  Gaiter, M. (2021). The Wiley Handbook of Home Education. John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118926895




International Journal of Humanities, Art and Social Studies (IJHASS) Vol.2, No.06, December 2024.

[19] Ghannoum, H. (2021). (Re)thinking anti-racist pedagogies in early childhood education: An
exploratory case study of the perspectives of Muslim mothers in Ontario. Western Graduate &
Postdoctoral Studies.

[20] Gosine, K., & Tabi, E. (2016). Disrupting neoliberalism and bridging the multiple worlds of
marginalized youth via hip hop pedagogy contemplating possibilities. Review of Education, Pedagogy,
and Cultural Studies, 38(5) pp. 444-467 https://doi.org/10.1080/10714413.2016.1221712 hooks, b.
(2015). Homeplace: A site of resistance. Yearning: race, gender, and cultural politics. Routledge.

[21] Howard, P. S. S., & James, C. E., &. (2019). When dreams take flight: How teachers imagine
and implement an environment that nurtures Blackness at an Africentric school in Toronto, Ontario.
Curriculum Inquiry, 49(3), pp. 313-337. https://doi.org/10.1080/03626784.2019.1614879

[22] Ibrahim, A. (2012). Becoming Black rap and hip-hop race gender identity and the politics of
ESL. TESOL Quarterly, 33(3), pp. 349-369.

[23] James, C. (2019). Adapting, disrupting, and resisting: How middle school Black males position
themselves in response to racialization in school. Canadian Journal of Sociology/ Cahiers Canadiens
de Sociologie, 44(4).

[24] James, C. (2012). Students “at Risk™: Stereotypes and the schooling of black boys. Urban
Education, 47(2). DOI: 10.1177/0042085911429084

[25] Jean-Marie, G., & Lopez, A. (2021). Challenging anti-Black racism in everyday teaching,
learning, and leading: From theory to practice. Journal of School Leadership, 31(1-2), pp. 50-65. DOI:
10.1177/1052684621993115

[26] Jean-Marie, G., & Lopez, A. (2021). Challenging anti-Black racism in everyday teaching,
learning, and leading: From theory to practice. Journal of School Leadership, 31(1-2), pp. 50-65. DOI:
10.1177/1052684621993115

[27] Knight, M. (2021). “It’s not just about work and living conditions’: The underestimation of the
COVID-19 pandemic for Black Canadian women. Social Sciences, 10(6), pp. 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.3390/s0cscil 0060210

[28] Lois, J. (2021). Homeschooling motherhood. The Wiley Handbook of Home Education. John
Wiley & Sons, Inc. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118926895

[29] Lundy, G., & Mazama, A. (2012). African American homeschooling as racial protectionism.
Journal of Black Studies, 43(7).
https://doiorg.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/10.1177/0021934712457042

[30] Quammie, B. (2018, May 12). Why Black Canadian parents are turning to Homeschooling?
https://byblacks.com/news/item/1903-why-black-canadian-parents-are-turning-tohomeschooling

[31] Ray, B. (2017). A review of research on homeschooling and what might educators learn? Pro
Posicoes. 10.1590/1980-6248-2016-0009 Statistics Canada. (2024, August 7).



International Journal of Humanities, Art and Social Studies (IJHASS) Vol.2, No.06, December 2024.

[32] Number of home-schooled students in regular programs for youth, elementary and secondary

education, by age and sex.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3710017901&pickMembers%5B0
%5D=2.1&pickMembers%5B1%5D=3.1&cubeTimeFrame.startYear=2006+%2F+2007 16

&cubeTimeFrame.endYear=2021+%2F+2022&referencePeriods=20060101%2C202101 01

Toronto/GTA Black Homeschoolers. (2024, August 1).
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2859166244395501/

[33] United States Census Bureau. (2021, October 8). Homeschooling on the rise during COVID-19
pandemic. https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/03/homeschooling-on-the-riseduring-covid-
19-pandemic.html

Biography

Amanda Pereira-Rego's interdisciplinary work merges the fields of Sociology and Education Studies
to uncover how homeschooling can serve as a source of resistance for Black homeschooling families.
Amanda’s passion for Social Justice Education propels her to uncover pervasive issues within
traditional education systems worldwide. Through critical analyses, Amanda contributes to the
disruption of the status quo in order to achieve greater educational equity for all students.

Amanda’s recent scholarship highlights her passion for equity, including “Black Dialects Matter:
Ditchin’ CodeSwitchin' Teachin’,” (2023) “Consensual Indigenous Education: A Catalyst for Cultural
Resurgence,” (2024) and “The Politics of Performativity: A Call to Revitalize ReconciliACTION.”
(2024). Through her research, Amanda prioritizes genuine and long-lasting allyship with the
communities of study. Allyship can manifest itself through various forms, including dialogue,
educational initiatives, and community-based projects. Amanda aspires to continue this allyship in
future research.



